GOETHE   AND   THE   THEATRE
prevails, than by reason of the insight of successive rare spirits, of
religious, moral, artistic geniuses?
Denn unfiihlend / ist die Natur , . .
and
Nur allein der Mensch / vcrmag das Unmogliche:
Er unterscheidet, / wahlet und richtet;
er kann dem Augenblick / Dauer vcrleilien.
(Das Gdttlichc).
What would be the response of such a spirit to the sort of evil
fate that the ancient Greek poets brought upon their heroes, as
in the story of the house of Atreus? Must we think of the Gods,
as they did, as capable of laying a curse on a family and bringing
unavoidable suffering on generation after generation (Iphi genie's
Parzenlicd puts this older view), or can moral evil and its toll of
suffering be overcome? Goethe shows us an Iphigcnia to whom
he tried to give, in die final version, no words that would have
not been fitting for a St. Agatha, as pictured by Raffacllo at
Bologna, and whom he had modelled in the first instance on
the "angel" who''moderated his own hot blood, and brought
order into the aimless course of his life" (An Charlotte von Stein).
No matter if from what we otherwise know of Frau von Stein it is
hard to recognize her in this priestess and sister who is all tender-
ness and goodness, for this is what his worshipping heart at one
time saw in her, as the letters and poems prove. In the drama, a
personality of this rare stamp first overcomes the barbarian in King
Thoas and his Taurians, among whom she finds herself when
Apollo has saved her from Agamemnon's sacrificial knife, and we
can well believe in the power of such a queenly woman to inspire
love and respect. Her "pure humanity" communicates itself to
her brother, the matricide Orestes, pursued by die furies of con-
science, and inspires in him that marvellous vision of Atreus and
Thyestes,and all their hostile families,walking, their hate forgotten,
among the Shades. Finally, and this is hardest to accept, she stakes
all on an appeal to the King's humanity, to the unselfish clement
in his love for her, after overcoming the temptation to deceive
him in order to secure for Orestes, Pylades and herself a safe
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